diction  over  the  land  from  what  is  today 
North  Carolina  to  New  Jersey,  and  the 
Plymouth  (Devon)  Virginia  Company  from 
New  York  to  Maine.  In  1618,  the  Pilgrims 
began  negotiations  with  the  Virginia  Com¬ 
pany  of  London,  with  hopes  of  getting 
some  assurance  from  the  King  that  they 
would  be  left  alone  to  practice  their  religion 
in  America.  Although  the  King  would  not 
formally  promise  this,  the  Pilgrims  decided 
to  accept  what  they  viewed  as  his  implicit 
assent  and  go  ahead  with  their  plans. 

The  Pilgrims  were  unable  to  acquire  a 
patent  from  the  ineffectual  Virginia  Com¬ 
pany  of  Plymouth.  Instead  they  accepted  a 
patent  and  permission  to  settle  in  the  Vir¬ 
ginia  territory  from  the  London  Company. 
The  needed  capital  to  finance  the  venture 
was  promised  by  a  London  merchant, 
Thomas  Weston,  who  offered  to  organize  a 
group  of  “merchant  adventurers”  (specula¬ 
tors)  who  would  invest  the  money  necessary 
for  a  voyage  to  America.  The  Pilgrims  sent 
two  agents,  Robert  Cushman  and  John 
Carver,  to  England  to  work  with  Weston  to 
prepare  for  the  expedition.  The  Leiden 
congregation  decided  which  of  the  group 
would  go  on  the  first  voyage  and  which 
would  wait  until  the  plantation  had  been 
established.  They  also  bought  a  small  60 
“tun”  (tun  barrels  it  could  hold,  rather  than 
tons  of  water  displaced)  vessel  called  the 
Speedwell.  The  first  emigrants  left  the  port 
of  Delftshaven,  amid  tears,  prayers  and 
farewells  on  July  22, 1620. 

The  Pilgrim  group  sailed  to  Southamp¬ 
ton,  a  city  on  the  English  south  coast, 
where  they  were  joined  by  additional  immi¬ 
grants  recruited  by  Weston  and  the  mer¬ 


chant  adventurers  on  a  180  tun  ship  out  of 
London,  Christopher  Jones  master.  This 
ship  was  the  MAYFLOWER.  Following  a  five 
week  dispute  over  the  contract  with  the 
adventurers,  the  passengers  on  the  two 
ships  set  sail  for  America  on  August  5.  Their 
voyage  was  soon  interrupted  when  the 
smaller  Speedwell  was  discovered  to  be 
leaking  badly.  They  put  into  the  port  of 
Dartmouth,  Devonshire,  and  repairs  were 
made,  but  the  condition  re-occurred  once 
they  were  under  sail  again.  The  two  ships 
were  forced  to  make  port  a  second  time,  in 
neighboring  Plymouth. 

There  it  was  decided  to  leave  the  defective 
Speedwell  behind,  and  continue  with  the 
MAYFLOWER  alone.  Some  of  the  Speed¬ 
well’s  passengers  and  cargo  were  transferred 
to  the  larger  ship,  and  on  September  6, 

1620,  the  MAYFLOWER  set  sail  across  the 
North  Atlantic  and  its  famous  102  passen¬ 
gers,  into  history. 

The  Ocean  Crossing 

The  beginning  of  the  crossing  was  pleasant 
“with  a  prosperous  wind  which  continued 
divers  [many]  days  together,”  although  many 
of  the  passengers  were  seasick.  There  then 
followed  a  period  of  many  storms  and 
crosswinds,  which  cracked  a  main  beam  in 
’tween  decks  and  caused  the  upper  works 
to  leak  badly.  The  conditions  were  severe 
enough  to  raise  questions  about  the  capac¬ 
ity  of  the  MAYFLOWER  to  make  the  voyage. 
After  much  debate  it  was  decided  to  go  on 
as  they  were  nearly  halfway  across  the 
ocean  and  the  ship  was  fundamentally 
sound. 

There  were  only  two  casualties  during 
the  voyage.  A  sailor  (who  had  greatly  har- 


Sheltered  by  a  bulkhead  on  the  main  deck, 
one  of  the  passengers  enjoys  some  fresh  air  and  daylight  to  sew. 


